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Airvent Fire Test Promotes Industry Co-Operation
Life safety systems firm Airvent has cemented its industry status by becoming the only UK company in recent years to demonstrate a practical fire test before a group of 50 invited stakeholders, including Fire Brigade, Local Authority representatives, Consulting Engineers, Architects and Contractors from across Europe.

The fire test, conducted at a special facility near Brussels, was used to display not only the rapid propagation and behaviour of smoke caused by fire within enclosed spaces, but also the dramatic benefits of well-maintained smoke control systems in safely venting hazardous fumes. 
Keith Elves, Principal Engineer at Westminster City Council, was impressed with the display: “The fire tests were excellent and I was amazed with the fire size and how rapidly the temperatures developed. These tests should be shown to all newly-qualified fire engineers to convince these guys of the real risks involved.”
This crucial first-hand experience was a first for many of the attendees, who praised Airvent’s practical approach to predicting smoke behaviour, and called for greater cross-sector understanding of the importance of smoke control.

“It’s essential that both the fire service and construction industry link to ensure a real understanding of design, products and the relationships, challenges and objectives of all parties,” commented Ray Edwards of West Midlands Fire Service, who attended the event. “We need widespread understanding of how smoke control works and knowledge of how the theory applies when advising upon and tackling fires.”
The tests involved the attendees being stationed within the fire test area, witnessing the heat and reduced visibility caused by the thick black toxic smoke, before being led outside to safety in order to see the Airvent ventilation system in action. 
Granville Harris of the London Fire Brigade appreciated the opportunity to witness the test first-hand: “Testing in the real world allows us to fully understand how smoke reacts to changes in the environment around it. These things must be challenged and confirmed on a regular basis.

“Dynamics of smoke are very important, and tests like these help us to understand design, installation and the pressures the industry is under.”
Airvent – which is about to launch its new range of literature and a fully-interactive website (www.airvent.co.uk) in order to satisfy customer demand for easy-to-access smoke control information – has pledged to continue robust practical product testing. Videos of some of the company’s testing appear on the website and on YouTube, and should prove useful for facilities managers and business owners who may – under the definitions of the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 – be classed as ‘responsible people’ in terms of the smoke safety of building occupants.
David Mowatt, Airvent director, added: “Airvent is the only UK Company carrying out tests specific to our market, helping to ensure our products do what they should and ensuring we can continue to advise our clients and other stakeholder groups.

“Testing proves the theory, and we’re proud to be helping others in the industry while making them aware of Airvent as a major player in the UK smoke control market.”

Airvent intends to carry out further fire testing during 2011. If you are interested in attending and witnessing first hand these real fire tests, please email your details to: customer.services@airvent.co.uk
– ENDS –
Notes for editors:

ABOUT AIRVENT: Airvent Systems Services Limited specialises in the design, supply, installation and service of all types of smoke control systems. New installations carry a unique 3-year guarantee and the Service division offers site-specific whole-life service and maintenance contracts for any brand of equipment, incorporating annual PPM and certification, 24/365 call out response, comprehensive spares support, major repair/refurbishment contracts, Fire Engineering Review, cause and effect testing and Fire Risk Assessment.

ABOUT SMOKE CONTROL: Often less well understood than fire prevention systems such as alarms and sprinklers, smoke control systems use active and passive ventilation, smoke curtains and complex control systems to prevent or control the flow of smoke in a building during a fire. Clearing smoke can protect escape routes and provide clear access for fire fighters to more quickly and safely tackle a blaze, saving lives and protecting assets. In addition, many of Airvent’s systems can also be used for day-to-day comfort ventilation.
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